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Methodically over the past two decades Asian sources, 
especially China, have dominated the communication 
fiber optic industry. The components they supply 
include connectors, ferrules, lasers, couplers, cable 
assemblies and active network equipment to identify a 
few. 

U.S. manufacturers cooperatively profit from these 
Asian business ventures by heavily depending on 
the key components they supply for manufacturing 
operations in the U.S. 

The perfect storm hits: 

• 25% Tariff placed on Chinese imported products 
impacting U.S. fiber optic manufacturers. 

• U.S. fiber optic market spending takes steps back, 
as major companies re-examine market activity, 
resulting in many acquisition surprises. 

• Corona Virus (COVID-19) restricts Chinese travel, 
production and shipment of products which impacts 
the U.S. market.

• General world markets react to the impact of Corona 
Virus, causing major stock market corrections. 

Interestingly, our industry’s major trade show, the 
Optical Fiber Conference (OFC) that opened March 9th 
received immediate effects from our perfect storm. 

First, Chinese attendees and manufacturers began 
dropping out of attendance at OFC due to travel 
restrictions. Then European companies began reducing 
attendees and exhibition staff. This lead to recognized 
exhibitors from international companies such as AFL, 
OFS Fitel, Corning, US Conec, NTT, Sumitomo, EXFO 
and others pulling out from exhibiting and attending. 
There was no Chinese Pavilion, and only 2 or 3 
companies in both the Canadian and European Pavilion 
areas. The restriction of travel simply resulted in the 
cancellation of thousands of attendees and exhibitors 
and their normal show booth presence.  

OFC management quickly dropped expectations from 
16,000 to 8,000 anticipated attendees at their annual 
event. In the days leading up to the opening of the 
conference, many continued to ask if the conference 
would be cancelled.  Those who reached out to OFC 
staff to ask for an updated list of exhibitors were told 
that one was not available.

Arriving at OFC it quickly became evident why OFC 
management was so tight lipped. An overwhelming 
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Perfect Storm Hits Fiber Optic Industry. 

What's Next?
ATTENTION CUSTOMERS

(We have received notification to remain open under 
Executive Order 202.6 Empire State Development.)
The State of New York has declared us an essential 

telecommunications manufacturer.



 This new product from Fiber Instrument Sales is the first of its kind - A 
dual source Visual Fault Locator (VFL) that is designed to be used on duplex LC 

connectors.  This device allows the user to check one or both fibers in a patch cable for 
breaks, bends in the cable and even the polarity of transmit and receive fibers for a system’s equipment, 
as well as polarity of MPO assemblies.  The ergonomically designed soft case makes this unit comfortably 
fit into your hand, and the cover flap uses Velcro to close it shut to protect the keypad when not in use.

  Because LC connectors are commonly clipped together, this product eliminates the common mistake 
that is made of crossing transmit and receive patch cords to active equipment. This unit allows the user to 
toggle between the "A" and "B" sources to ensure that everything is properly connected.
 
 The dual source VFL has different settings that allow the user to configure the sources to operate in several ways. It can 
operate simply - having just the “A” source light up, or just the “B” source light up.  They can singularly be in modulation mode 
as well.  Other useful settings include having A stay constant while B simultaneously operates in modulate mode or have B stay 
constant while A simultaneously operates in modulation mode.  This can all be achieved by pressing just one button!

 In addition to simply checking continuity and proper polarity of duplex LC terminated fibers, this dual source VFL can also 
assist technicians within multi fiber connector applications.  One of the more complex scenarios facing fiber technicians is the 
use of the highly popular MPO/MTP multi-fiber connectors.  These connectors typically utilize 12 or 24 fibers in a single, small 
form body.  An MPO/MTP installation primarily uses three different wiring polarities (A, B and C).   

 All Singlemode MPO/MTP connectors have 8 degree angled end faces to reduce Optical Return Loss (ORL), commonly 
referred to as back reflection. This means that all Singlemode MPO/MTP connectors must utilize the “A” Polarity which is a key 
up to key down design. Because of the 8 degree angle to achieve proper alignment, this polarity is a necessity. At each end of 
an MPO/MTP trunk cable the MPO/MTP connector plugs into a rack mountable MPO/MTP to LC cassette module. This cassette 
breaks out the fibers into pairs.  A problem occurs however when using the A polarity with LC cassettes.   Because of the key 
up to key down design, the signal does not flip the transmit and receive fibers resulting in transmit to transmit and receive to 
receive connection, which is unacceptable.  This “A” only polarity problem is remedied by the use of two types of patch cords 
from the LC port into the equipment.  Side A of the system must use patch cords that are typical off the shelf assemblies - A 
to B and B to A configurations, but to guarantee flipping the receive and transmit fibers, side B of the system must use patch 
cords that are non-standard A to A and B to B or flipped fiber patch cords.
 
 The MPO/MTP Type B Polarity (multimode) uses a key up to key up design which means that on both ends of the run 
standard A to B and B to A stock patch cords can be used, relieving some headaches. The FIS duplex LC VFL can be a great 
troubleshooting device in MPO/MTP systems.  Using the dual source VFL, technicians can inject visible light on one side of the 
system through the duplex LC patch cord and can see if the signal is correctly crossing from receive to transmit on the other 
side and vice versa. 

 It’s important to note that because of its creative and unique design, this dual source VFL can be modified to 
accommodate some of the new up and coming duplex, small-form factor connectors like the MDC and CS styles. As always, at 
Fiber Instrument Sales, we will continue to keep our customer base informed of new products on the horizon.
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What's New For 2020

Receive your FREE FIS Catalog today!
Call 1-800-500-0347

Shop Us Online at 
www.fiberinstrumentsales.com

Fiber Instrument Sales Introduces
New Products For 2020

Fiber Instrument Sales 
Introduces It's New Dual Source 
VFL for 2020
By: Robert Licari - FIS Product Line Manager, Test Equipment

View the full list of 40+ NEW products that we have added to our current 
product line offerings for 2020   

With the release of Fiber Instrument Sales 2020 catalog we have included 40+ 
new products from leading industry manufacturers such EXFO, AFL, VIAVI, FIS, 
Sumitomo and many more.

Our catalog is FREE of charge. No strings attached. All you have to do is either 
contact one of our Sales Representatives or sign up through our website to 
receive your copy of our 2020 catalog.

FIS
Launch Pod 
Pulse Box

FIS
THUNDERBOLT

Basic & Deluxe Kits

FIS
Ruggedized MPO

Test Set

FIS
CA6 Core

Alignment Splicer

FIS
AC5 Splicer Kit

VIAVI
WDM OTDRs

IDEAL Networks
LanTek IV &
FiberTek IV

EXFO
Optical Wave Expert

AFL
90S & 90R
Splicer Kits

SUMITOMO
TYPE-56 Fusion 

Splicer Kit

FIS
Dual Source VFL

For More Information
Scan the QR Code to visit us online and get 

more information on our new products!



Equipment Calibration & 
Maintenance
A Properly Operating Fiber Optic Tool Makes the Difference

For more information call or
visit us online
1-800-5000-FIS(347)
www.fissales.com

For more information call or e-mail 
1-800-5000-FIS(347)
rentals@fissales.com

Why buy expensive equipment for occasional use when 
you can rent it? 

Our Rental Program provides a great way to save! 

Fiber Optic Equipment Rentals

Additional Rental Equipment Available.

www.fissales.com

Rental Equipment Available.
www.fissales.com

Equipment that we currently calibrate 
and service
• OTDR’s
• Fusion Splicers

• Power Meters & Light Sources
• Cleavers

∙ FUSION SPLICER RENTALS ∙ OTDR RENTALS
∙ TEST EQUIPMENT RENTALS

Rental Equipment from leading manufacturers: AFL, SUMITOMO, OFS/FITEL, 
EXFO, FLUKE, ANRITSU and FIS

1.800.5000.FIS(347) 
Outside the U.S. +1 315 736 2206

Stay compliant with industry standards 
by taking advantage of our full service 
calibration lab. All equipment is 
inspected, calibrated to NIST traceable 
standards, and verified to be in 
conformance with the manufacturer's 
specifications. All calibration services 
include a calibration certificate. The turn 
around time is typically 7-10 days upon 
receipt of the equipment and payment 
for standard services.

amount of exhibitors had pulled out days prior. Some 
exhibits  were already completely setup, intact with 
lights on and display cases lit, for example the popular 
NTT exhibit, but no employees were dispatched, so 
displays just stood unoccupied.  In OFC management’s 
defense, how might they anticipate how many 
attendees were or weren’t showing up?  An email survey 
may have provided some more accurate estimates.

General attendance figures are not officially finalized, 
but they are expected to be significantly down. Rumors 
that occupancy at surrounding hotels fell from 100% to 
16% lead us to suspect that the realistic attendance at 
OFC was likely below 3,000 - including exhibitors.  

The damage from the storm has yet to be determined. 
We have yet to determine the impact; like all storms; it 
will be affected by its duration.

Business prudence and past experiences are needed to 
guide us to our best decisions. There will be many new 
winners that will deserve their new position. 

Article continued from front page

∙ They make your job easier - By reducing cable management and 
the use of splice trays.

∙ No need to purchase new equipment 
- Compatible with most industry 
leading splice machines such as FIS, 
AFL, Sumitomo, OFS Fitel and more. 

∙ They save you time and money - 
Connector assembly in under 3 
minutes.

FREE 
FIS AC5 Fusion Splicer Kit

(Free Kit Includes: AC5 Splicer, CT08 Cleaver, SOC Oven, 
Cheetah/Armordillo Holders, and Crimp Tool) 

with the purchase of 1,250
FIS Splice-On Connectors

Why Should You Buy FIS SOC’s?


